
Litter 
Litter, litter we hate you 
What are you gonna do 
Every time we look at you 
We want to flush you down the loo! 
 

Your on the ground 
Your everywhere 
Your in the garden  
Your in my hair! 
 

Litter why don’t you go away 
We didn’t invite you to stay 
You can cause harm 
On somebody’s farm! 
 

Sneha & Nicole 

The Country 
As I walked through the meadow 
The summer breeze began to blow 
As I stopped to pick flowers 
A baby mouse cowers 
 

As I gaze into the sky 
I see the young birds begin to fly 
As I stop, I feel so calm 
For I am watching a Spring lamb 
 

I live the country, the world, the earth 
Do we really stop to value it’s worth? 
If we don’t stop global warming 
We might not see another morning! 
 

      By: Tara McCormack & Niamh Mullins 

W.O.T  W.O.W C.O.W!!!! 
 

We all love WOW days 
And we even love cow days  
We have a lot of WOT days 
They’re never ever flop days 
 

Every single Wednesday 
We cycle on our bikes 
It keeps us focused 
Which teacher seems to like 
 

We go to the meetings  
As much as we can  
We talk about reducing 
Cars, trucks and vans 
 

We got a new bike shelter  
It is almost always full every day 
And we all hope 
That it will stay that way 
 

By:- Darragh Redmond, Daniel Devaney  
  & Barry Walsh 

Save The Earth 
 

Global warming is cruel 
If you want to be cool 

Cycle to school 
Or carpool 

 

Save the Earth 
From the dirt 

Clean up the scraps 
And turn off the taps 

 

So please cycle 
On your bicycle 

You can also recycle 
And don’t melt an icicle 

 

    By Dylan Mc Guinn 

WORKING FOR OUR 6th GREEN FLAG 
                  GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP 

Global Citizenship is the sixth theme of the Green-Schools Programme to 
be introduced at a national level.  
 
In previous themes we have explored issues such as Waste, Litter, Energy, Water, 

Travel and Biodiversity. Most of these themes would have related to issues in or near our school 
whereas Global Citizenship issues will cross international boundaries. 

This theme will enable us to discover how work on the Green-Schools programme has,  
positively, influenced people and their local environments worldwide. As Global Citizenship is 
such a broad theme it will be linked to all the previous themes we have worked on and we will 

work on the Litter & Waste aspect of Global Citizenship first. 

Our 5th Green Flag 

 
 

 

 
   

 

 

 

                           

 

       At St. Peter’s N.S. we continue to compost and recycle card,  
     paper,  plastics, and cartons. We also try to conserve energy by  
   monitoring doors, windows, electrical appliances, lights and radiators.  
We monitor closely our water usage and remind everyone how important it 
is to conserve water at school and at home and we promote an awareness 
of the alternative modes of transport other than the private car and how 
these modes benefit the environment and ourselves. 
 

We are here today to celebrate the wonderful  
achievement of being awarded our fifth “Green Flag  

by An Taisce on the theme of “Biodiversity”.  
We are honoured to have An Taoiseach Enda Kenny 

To raise  our 5th Green Flag. 
 

Having already secured 4“ Green” flags. - The First flag for 
Litter and Waste - The Second flag for Energy  - The Third 

flag for Water and Fourth  for Travel 
 

 

The aim of the Biodiversity Theme is to promote  the importance of 
biodiversity and for pupils to understand its impact on our everyday lives.  

 

 As with the other Green-Schools themes,  biodiversity cross-cuts and  
 integrates with the rest of the themes in many ways.  
 

Biodiversity is the huge variety and variation of life that surrounds us and 
is essential in keeping the environment healthy and fit for human life. Not 
only do we rely on biodiversity but our activities also have an effect on it.  
 

 .                                                                                                               
 

                             

 

 
 
 

 

St. Peter’s N.S. Snugboro, Castlebar, Co Mayo 

The Biodiversity theme  connects our 
school and  wider  community with the  
natural environment and cultivates a  
sense of wonder, appreciation and  

value for all the biodiversity around us 

 Monday October 8th 2012 



 

 

 

Ireland is home to about 815 flowering plants, 
about 80 native ferns, more than 700 mosses 
and liverworts, 3,500 fungi, over 1,000 lichens 
and 1,400 algae. There are 32 terrestrial mam-
mals, ten bat species, two species of seals and 

about 24 whales and dolphins. 
About 425 species of birds have 
been recorded in Ireland, about half of 
these birds breed here. 

 

Many of these species are already un-
der threat, some are even endan-
gered. The freshwa- ter pearl mussel, which lives in 
Irish rivers and is Ireland’s longest living animal and 
is facing extinction. If we want all of these species to 
survive, we must ensure that there are enough suitable 

areas for all to flourish. 
 
 
 
Ireland also has an extensive  
coastline rich in biodiversity and so 
we should not forget our surrounding 
seas. There is a huge array of life in 

our seas, most of which we may never see. Un-
fortunately, this too is being negatively affected 
in a variety of ways; overfish- ing, coastal ac-
tivities and pollution are some examples, and 
so it is  
important that our  
marine habitats are  
also protected. 

* St. Peter’s N.S. 

Holly Ladysmock Bluebells 

Heron 
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Irish pearl mussel 
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Children enjoy and want to Walk/Cycle. 

I love to move about, 
I love to play and shout. 

I cycle every day to school,  
Because I think it’s really cool!!!! 

If you don’t think that bikes are cool,  
Why don’t you go “Ag Siúl”? 

Even if you live far away,  
You could car pool anyway. 

Cycle or walk to be healthy,  
And save on petrol to be wealthy! 

Wear hi-vis and you’ll be seen,  
You’ll be safe as well as green! 
Walk, cycle or take the bus,  

Cause it’s an eco-must!!! 
                     By: Conor Browne  

Turn off the taps 
 

Turn off the taps 
Clean up the scraps 
Clean up the dirt 
To save the earth 
 

Turn off the taps  
And reuse maps 
Earn your Green Flag 
And reuse a Tesco bag 
 

Turn off the taps  
And reuse bottle caps 
So don’t cut down a tree 
This is what Green Schools  
means to me 
 

MINIBEASTS 
Spiders and Slugs 
Worms and Bugs 

Creepy Crawlies and all. 
If you hurt them at all. 
They will never crawl. 

So for next time  
Never hurt them at all. 

@Cause they will never crawl. 
They’re all Gods creatures, 

And God loves them all, 
By: Holly Reilly 4h 2 

Creepy Crawlies 
 

Creepy Crawlies  
we love them all. 

Some are big  
and some are small. 
Some like to creep  
Some like to crawl. 

Some are thin, 
Some are fat. 

But we love them all!! 
 

By: Holly Reilly 4th 2 



10 Tap Tips to conserve WATER 
in the home 

 

   1.   Keep a jug of WATER in the fridge instead of letting the tap       
    run for cold drinks. 
 

   2. Use a basin to rinse/clean your fruit and vegetables. 
 

  3. Use a bucket of water not a hose for washing your car or  
 windows. Try a watering can for watering flowers. 
 

  4. Lawns don’t need to be hosed. 
 
  5. Fix leaking taps as soon as you hear them. 
 
  6. Use your washing machine and dishwasher only when they are full. A typical 
 washing machine uses up to 45 litres of water and a dishwasher uses 20 litres.

   
   7.   Don’t leave the tap running while brushing you teeth. A running tap uses 6 litres 
 of water per minute. 
 
  8. Reduce the amount of time you spend in the shower. 
 
  9. Know how to turn off the water supply. This could save thousands of litres of  
 water and also damage to your home in the event of a burst pipe. 

 
  10. When having hot drinks only fill the kettle with enough water for your needs, not 
 to the  brim. This saves energy too. 

    Plant the Right Plants with  
Proper Landscape Design & Irrigation 

 
Whether you are putting in a new landscape 
or slowly changing the current landscaping 

at your home, select plants that are appropriate 
for your local climate conditions.  

Don’t forget!!! 

As Usual Mayo County Council have arrangements in place after 

Christmas for recycling  your Christmas trees  and cards   —  
Free of charge   

For further information contact Environment Section, Mayo County 
Council, (094) 9024444. 

Our Green Code 
 

Save the Birds 

Save the Bees 

Save the Insects and the Trees 

That’s our Motto if you Please 

‘Cos Biodiversity  

is pleading on its knees!!! 



 POEMS from 2nd Class 

I see blackbirds singing  

loudly in the trees. 
I hear the stormy wind. 

I smell the spiky chestnuts. 
I taste strawberries. 

I feel the flowers  

and the trees. 

By Leah Gibbons  

I see the beautiful flowers. 

I hear the birds when they sing. 
I smell the gorgeous fruit. 

I taste the maple syrup. 
I feel the salty rain. 

By Kerry O’Donnell 

I see the leaves blowing. 

I hear the birds tweeting.  
I smell the fresh fruit. 

I taste the salty rain. 
I feel the scaly branches. 

By Lauren Deely  

 I see the birds in the trees. 

I hear the water hitting off stones. 
 I smell the beautiful chestnuts. 

 I taste the sweet strawberries. 
 I feel the wet grass. 

       By Niamh Ryan  

I see small pine cones. 

I hear the wind blowing.  
I smell colourful leaves. 

I taste sour blackberries. 
I feel big red strawberries.  

By James Lyons  

I see beautiful colourful leaves. 

I hear the birds chirping. 
I smell the pretty flowers. 

I taste the salty rain. 
I feel the bumpy branches. 

            By Mia Taylor 

Walk, Cycle bus ride too, 
These are things that we must do. 

 

Leave the car in the shed, 
Take the bike out instead. 

 

Help tidy up the place,  
Recycle all the waste. 

 

These are things that we must do, 
So we can get a green flag too! 

 

By: - Shane O’Donohue  
      
 
 

 
 
 
 

Go green schools Go green Schools 
We have our Fourth green flag oh yeah 

We are heading down the road  

To collect our fifth green FLAG!!! 
       By:- Katie Conway  

Go Green School 

Our Green Schools 
 

Waste isn’t cool 
Especially not in school 

It was the first of our four green flags 
We reduced the number of rubbish bags 

 

We turned off all the lights 
And we went out to play 

And we didn’t turn them on 
Until next day. 

 

We wasted too much water 
We knew there was something to do 

So we put 250mls bottles in to the loo 
 

We all love travel 
It means a lot to us 
Now we all travel 

By bike, foot or bus. 
 

By:-Darragh Redmond, Daniel Devaney, 
James Hughes & Barry Walsh 

Green Schools Rule!! 
Go on the bus 
Go on the bus. 
Go on the bus. 
And don’t make a fuss. 
 

Cycle to school. 

Cycle to school. 
Cycle to school. 
Or car pool. 
 

Give the world a gift 
And share a lift. 
If your not going far don’t use the car 
Walk to school its cool. 
 

By:- Niamh, Evanna, Saoirse & Meabh 
     

RECYCLE !!! 

If not, why not try it . It will be financially 

much cheaper  to re-cycle your waste. Bring it to 
Derrrinumera civic amenity centre  

situated on Newport Road . 



DID YOU KNOW?? 

We are Saving Energy at school!    Why Not Save Energy at Home? 
 

 If  boiling a kettle of water to make tea for just 1 or 2 people don’t waste water and 
energy by filling the kettle with too much water. It’s far quicker and cheaper too! 

 

 If putting on a wash in your washing machine Don’t put it on until you have a full load  
 

 Reduce the amount of washing powder you use if the clothes are not heavily soiled. 
 

 If you have the heating on and become too hot don’t open a window -  turn the heat 
off or reduce the thermostat. 

 

 You can recycle at home and bring your recyclable waste to  Derrinumera (open until 
5.00pm every evening). 

 

 Use the Bottle / Clothes Banks placed around the Town. 
 

 Never leave a door open. 
 

 Have a shower instead of a bath. 
 

 When you brush your teeth never leave the tap on. 
 

 When  you have finished watching T.V. Always turn it off by the main button - not by 
the remote control.  

 

 Turn all appliances off fully - don’t leave on standby. 
 

 Never leave lights on - switch them off. 
 

 Switch to energy efficient lights. 
 

 Make sure all taps are fully off and not left dripping. 

 99% of the worlds water cannot be used because it is either salt water or is 
locked up in glaciers and ice sheets. 

 

 A tap dripping once a second wastes about 10,000 litres of water a year. 
 

 A hosepipe or sprinkler can use 1,000 litres (or 1 tonne) of water per hour. 
This is as much as a family of four would normally use in two days! 

 

 Our own bodies are two thirds water and our brains are at least 85% water!! 
 

 A person can survive a month without food, but can only survive five or six 
days without water.  

 

 A power shower uses almost 125 litres of water in 5 minutes. That’s a mas-
sive 250 litres in 10 minutes! 

Efficient water use doesn't mean changing our lifestyle.  
It means reducing water waste!!  

Remember 
 Don’t run the tap while brushing your teeth!! 

How can  
YOU  

reduce your  
CARBON  

FOOTPRINT ??? 

Deciduous + Evergreen Trees 

Car Park 

Deciduous + Evergreen Trees 

Garden of Remembrance—
trees 

St. Peter’s N.S.- Snugboro - Castlebar - Co Mayo  
MAP OF SCHOOL GROUNDS YEAR 1—2010 

Willo
w Patch 

F
o

o
tb

al
l 

p
it

ch
 

Deciduous + Evergreen Trees 

Car Park 

Deciduous + Evergreen Trees 

-Tree planted +Bird 
St. Peter’s N.S.- Snugboro - Castlebar - Co Mayo -  

MAP OF SCHOOL GROUNDS YEAR 2 -  2011/2012 

Fedge 

Log pile 

B
ir

d
 –

F
ee

d
er

s 

Bird
 Table 

Flowers p
lanted 

Bird
 Table 

Bird 

Bird –Feeders 

Wild
 Flower  

Garden 

W
il

lo
w

 f
ed

g
e
 

W
in

do
w

 b
o
xe

s 
&

 p
ot

s 

pl
an

te
d 

w
it
h 

fl
o
w

er
s 

Window boxes  

 planted with flowers 

Tree planted 

Willi
ow Patch 

Composting 



Our Green Motto for our 3rd Green Flag - Water:- 
 

”stop and think,  

put the stopper in the sink” 

Our Green Motto for our Fourth Green flag:- Travel 
 

 “Walk or Cycle Everyday 
 

and 
 

Keep Global Warming Away” 

  Our Previous Green Mottos 

Our Green Motto for our First Green Flag - Litter & Waste:- 
 

“Put it in the Recycling Bin 

And the WoRld Will Win” 

Our Green Motto for our Second Green Flag - Energy:- 
 

Be Aware, Take Care, Flick  OFF the Switch  
 

And you will be Rich!!! 

 

 
 

Green School Travel Poem  By: Maeve Walsh  
Verse 1: The green schools travel means to me  
        walking and cycling which is full of glee!  
 

Verse 2: Car pooling is next which is the second best the 
        bus is too and makes fun for you! 
 

Verse 3: One in the car makes you think you go so far,  
        five or six makes the journey go quick. 
 

Verse 4: Today has passed by Oh! How time flies.  
        Tomorrow will come and the again we will  
        start to exercise. Tomorrow will fly past then  too   
        but I guess that is what we have gone through. 
 

Verse 5: Yes! Here is another day come on let’s play.  
        We have done it a lot and there is no time to stop!             
        
 

Green School’s Story 
 

One day it was really hot and sunny and I went in the car. I felt 
really bad and I knew I wasn’t travelling in a green way. So the 
next day I walked with my Dad and I felt really good because it is 
good to get fresh air once in a while. It was fun and I love   
exercise.                                                             By:- Nathan Loftus  

Green Schools Rock!!! 

POEMS 

Green School 
 

If you drive the car 
You are a fool 
If you cycle you are cool 
Take the bus it’s not too bad 
Walking makes us glad 
Walking is a gift 
But you can always share a lift 
 

By:-DeeDee McGreevy  
 

Cut back on your driving  
 

Save fuel by driving less. Combine 
several errands into a single trip 
 

Leave the car at home if you can.  
REMEMBER 

 

WALK 

CYCLE 

CARPOOL 

STRID’N’RIDE 

BUS 


