
A Brief History of the Mural 
 

For many years parents had been campaigning for the  
erection of a play shelter for the children. This was necessary as 
some children arrived early, at the school, in the morning. Others, 
had to stay back until 3.30p.m. in order to catch the last bus home. 
 
There were no grants available from the Department of  
Education to erect such shelters. Therefore we had to go it alone. 
We held various fund - raising activities in order to pay for the 
materials. Then, with the help of Fás who provided the labour the 
job commenced. After some months the work was completed. The 
bare wall at the back of the shelter was not very pleasing to the 
eye. 
 
The pupils in 6th Class discussed the matter with their class teacher 
Mr. Eamonn Shaughnessey. Meanwhile, the  
members of the local Foróige club, who were all past pupils of the 
school also became interested. 



Talks took place between the teachers, Foróige leaders and 
members and also 6th class pupils. They came upon the idea of a 
mural depicting the history of education in the area from 1890 - 
2000. 1890 was when the first school opened in  
Snugboro. Rough sketches were drawn, were modified and 
redrawn. At last, the final draft was approved by the teachers, 

pupils and Foróige. 
 
Work began in the summer of 1999. The pupils of 6th class did all 
the undercoats of paint on the walls. The artistic  
members of the Foróige club drew out the outlines of the pictures 
some of which were quite intricate. Then everybody joined in the 
colour - filling under the watchful eye of the Foróige leaders and 
teachers. The work was done in the evening and on Saturday. 
Many interpersonal skills were gained by everybody e.g. co-

The Mural Itself 

 

In the centre of the Mural is the tree of Knowledge On the left 
there is a picture of the school and educational methods of the last 
century e.g. open fires, bare desks and floors etc. On the right is 
the new school which opened in 1986. Here we see the school 
band, the school bus and computers etc. On the sidewalls various 
cartoon characters have been drawn in order to make them 
attractive to young children.  

 
At last in the late Autumn of 1999 on the edge of the  
millennium the mural was unveiled. It was greeted with  
applause and enthusiasm by everyone - parents, children, teachers 
and B.O.M. Much praise was lavished on all who had made the 
dream come true. At night it is floodlit which makes it very 
attractive indeed. 
 
We are all very proud indeed of our achievement and may it last 
well into the new millennium. 
 

Ráth Dé ar an dea - obair. 


